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markets; frowning down upon honking motor-ears
and padding llamas; enduring, indestructible re-
minders of the strange civilization that flourished in
Peru when Spain was a wilderness and the Spaniards
were naked, cave-dwelling savages.
Outside of the city there are even better preserved
remains of the Incas and pre-Incas. Overlooking
the city from the summit of a high hill, is the famous
fortress of Saesahuaman, built of stone blocks as ac-
curately and carefully fitted as the finest of the tem-
ples, but of stupendous size. Even more astonishing
is the fortress of Ollantaytambo with its walls built
of blocks of stone twelve to eighteen feet in height
and six to eight feet square, and yet trued, cut and
fitted as precisely as though formed by machinery.
Then there is Macchu-picchu, the wonderful fortified
city long hidden from the memory of man within the
jungles; Viracocha with its gigantic walls; the mag-
nificent palace of Manco-Kapac, and countless other
pre-Incan and Incan ruins, all testifying to the al-
most incredible engineering ability of these ancient
races.
Scattered about the country, sometimes upon the
hilltops, sometimes in the valleys, are strange round
towers of perfectly fitted stones, commonly known
as chulpas. These structures, which are about thirty
feet in height by ten feet in diameter, are mysteries.
Although popularly regarded as tombs or burial-
towers, and although mummies and many objects
have been found in some of them, there is little evi-
dence to prove that they were erected solely to serve
as burial-places for the dead. Possibly they were
used as watch-towers, or for signaling, or they may